Locomotive Engineer :

Fegislutive Bssembly,
Wednesday, 13th June, 1900.

Papers: Railway Locmnotiva Engineor (Mr. Campbell),
Retirement; Motion to Print Papers, Division
(negatived) —A?pmlarinhion Mesange : Tem¥om.ry
Supply ; Standing Orders Suspension; Supply Bill

sse({—Ques jon: Rifles and Ammunition, Fublic

ining for Defence—Priviloge: Gernldton Case,
Report of Select Committes (debate ns to procedure}
—Motiun: Registering Votes, some Dufficulties -
Privilege: Gernldton CUnse, Resiguotion tendsred—
Mundcipal Institutions Awmendment Bill, second
rending, in Committee, Erogress sugpended—
Constitution Amendment Bill (electoral boun-

duries, to end error), first reading; secound

rending (postponed)-—Adjowrnmont. )

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
o’clogk, p.m.

PravErs.

PAPERS—RAILWAY LOCOMOTIVE EN-
GINEER. (MR. CAMPBELL), RETIRE-
MENT. '

Tre Compissioner oF Rarzwavs laid
on the table, as ordered, correspondence
relating to the late retirement of Mr.
R. B. Campbell from the position of
Railway Locomotive Engineer. The Com-
misgioner stated, in doing so, that this
was the departmental file of papers, and
ke would require them to be returned to
the department.

Ordered that the papers lie on the
table.

MOTION~—PAPERS TO BE PRINTED.

Mr. HIGHAM (Fremantle) moved
that the papers be printed.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
‘WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) : The file of
papers laid on the table included a number
of papers which it wonld be of no advan-
tage to anyone to see in print; but of
course thode papers amongst the batch
that were connected with the retirement of
Mr. Campbell from the railway service
might be printed, if it was thought
necessary. ' The papers were laid on the
table for the perusal of hon. members;
and while he had no objection to the
papers being made public, he did not
think there was any necessity for all the
papers to be printed. Even those papers
which related to the retirement of Mr.
Campbell would involve a considerable
amount of printing ; and whether it was
necessary for evem those papers to be
printed, seeing they were laid on the table
as u departmental file, was a question for
the House.
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Mr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur.
chison) : In the case of papers of this
kind, it should be sufficient for all
purposes to have them made accessible
to members of the House; and being
open to perusal by hon. members, there
appeared to him to be no necessity for
printing them, While not desiring to be
particularly economical, we should not
wish to ses money wasted.

Tree PreMier : The newspapers would
pick out the tit-bits,

Me, ILLINGWORTH: This file of
papers would have to go back to the
department, and the House in its judg-
ment would see that it was undesirable to
print these papers in the circumstances.

Mr. HIGHAM (48 mover) : The object
in meving that the papers be printed was
that the resignation of Mr. Camphbell, or
his withdrawal from the railway service,
had created a great deal of dissension
throughout the railway service of the
eolony. On the one side, many persons
expressed the opinion that Mr. Campbell
had been hardly dealt with ; while on the
other band it had Leen stated that the
department was fully justified in the
action taken which led to the refirement
of Mr. Campbell. Therefore, in the
interests of the community, it was desir.
able these papers should be printed, and
the fullest publicity given to them.

Me. GeoreE: Why in this case any
more than in the retirement of any
person from the publie service ?

Mz. BIGHAM : This gentleman had
eontrolled in varions ways something like
2,000 employees of the service—[Mr.
Dorerty: “Controlled ”: hear, hear]—
and his retirement from the milway
gervice caused serious inconvenience 1o
the community at large, and a strike in
the Railway Departiment.

Mr. GeoraE said he understood that
the Railway Association had said Mr.
Campbell’s retirement did not lead to the
strike.

Mr. HIGHAM: No matter what the
Railway Association said, as a matfer of
fact it did lead to a strike. The retire-
ment had led to a good deal of discontent
and misconception, and the sooner these
were removed the better, not enly for the
Government but for Mr. Campbell and
the Railway Department. He must admit
there might be many documents in the
| list laid on the table which were foreign
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to the matters at issue; but he did hope
that all the documents which applied to
- the guestion of Mr. Campbell's retire-
ment would be made public property, and
the only proper way to do that was to

print them.  All the labour organisations :

in the colony that were affected by this
matier could receive a copy and cousider
1t.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray) expressed
regret that the mover had not given uny
conclusive answer as to why these papers
should be printed. If the papers were
laid on the table, and hon. members had
an opportunity of perusing them, that
should be sufficient; and if afterwards
the question were brought up in the
House, the judgment of hon. members
might decide that it was necessary to
print the papers. For his own part he
entered a stronyg protest against the fact
that the refirement of any officer from
the Government service should necessitate
the whole machinery of Parliament being
set in motion to sit in judgment on that
officer’s case, when it had already been
gone into by the head of the department
and by his responsible officers. The
papers being on the table were o
to all hon. members. If the House
were to resolve that the papers in this
case should be printed, what would
it lead to? Jovery postmaster or post-
mistress throughout the colony, who
might have a prievance through being
removed, mighi, induce some member of
this House to move that all correspondence
relating to the particalar case be printed.
It might possibly happen, though this
was hardly conceivable, that the Secretury
to the Premier might have a grievance of
this kind, and might get some member to
move that all papers in connection with
bis grievance should be printed for the
information of the public. Would the
printing of these papers serve any good
and legitimate object ? Would it do any
good to Mr. Campbell himself? If the
effect of printing these papers would
be to remove any aspersions from the
character of Mr. Campbell, it might be
desirable to print them, or if the mover
could show that any injustice had been
done to Mr. Camphell, he (Mr. George)
would support him as fur as possible.
No one could desire more than he did
that Mr. Campbell should have fair play
in every shape and form. That gentle-
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| man belonged to the same trade as him.
self, and he (Mr. George) had been ¢

member of a Commission which had tc

deal with certain matters connected with
| the Railway Department. But whilsi
desirous that justice should be done, he
did not think it would be in any way pul
on one side if the pupers were not now
printed. Seeing that members could peruse
them and form their judgment as te
whether it was necessary to print them
a delay of a week, a month, or twe
months in the printing of the paper:
would not injure Mr. Campbell. If there
was any misconception regarding the
reasous for the retivement of Mr. Camp.
bell, that gentleman was the best persor
to give reasons. What business was I
of anyone but Mr. Campbell? Did the
hon. member (Mr. Higham) appear fo
him ?

Mr. HicEam: Certainly not; h
appeared for the public.

Mz. GEORGE : What business of th:
public could be a matter which related t«
the private business of a private indi.
vidual ?

Mxg. Hionam: Tt was a public matter

Mr. GEORGE: If the hon. membe
wanted ug to believe that the retiremen
of Mr. Campbell led to a strike, tha
would be the greatest possible argumen
againat the recognition of the assoeiatior
the hon. member was trying to speak for
the other week.

Question—that the papers be printec
—put, and a division being cailed for, i
was taken with the following result:—

Ayes 12
Noes 13
Majority ngainst w1
AYES, NoEes,
Sir Jobn Forrest Mr. D, Forrest
Hall Mr. Qeorge
Mr. Higham Mr. Harper
Mr. Hoimes Mr, Hubble
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Illingworth
Mr, Locke Mr. Monger
Mr. Pennefother Mz, Moorhend
Mr. Piesse Mr. Moran
Mr. Quinlan Mr. Onts
Mr. Rason Mr, Phillips
Mr. Solomaon M. Fobson
Mr. Doherty (Toller). Mr. Wilson
My, Leake (Teller).

Question thus negatived.
Tae SreEakEr requested that hon
} members would not remove any of the
documents from the House, because the)
i were departmmental and must be returned
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Mr. Hieaam: Presumably the Press
conld have the vuse of them ?

TeE SpEsEER: The Press always had
the use of papers on the table; but these
papers were not to be taken off the table.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGE—TEMPO-
RARY SUPPLY.
REMARKS AS TO PROROGATION AND A
CONSTITUTION AMENDING BILL.

A message from the Administrator was
presented by the PrEMIER, and read, re-
commending-a Bill for the apprepriation
of £450,000 from revenue and loan funds,
for services of the year ending 30th June,
1901,

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

Tes PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : I have conferred with my hon.
friend opposite (Mr. Illingworth) in
regard to the¢ time when this House shall
meet again; and we are both of opinion
—and I think we are supported by most
of the members of the House—that it is
undesirable this House should meet while
the federation referendum is being taken.
That being so, it is proposed that the
House shall meet as soon as possible after
the referendum on the 31st July. That
course did not occur to me till yesterday,
when someofe mentioned it ; and I concur
in it, though I fally intended to meet
Parliament again about the end of the
month, or the first week in July. The
course suggested commends itself to me
as being desirable. I think it would be
somewhat inconvenient, if we were sitting
here discussing public matters while the
referendum was being taken. Ii would
not be conducive either to the business of
the House or to the work of conducting
the referendum. That course necessitates
our having a month’s supply, or some-
thing like that, and my hon. friend is
willing to assist the Government in pass-
ing & Supply Bill through all stages as
quickly as possible. Therefore I move
that the Standing Orders be suspended to
enable a Supply Bill, and in fact any
Bills during the present session, to be
passed through all their stages, as may be
considered desirable by the House, with.
out applying the Standimg Orders. Imay
say I have another Bill which I propose to
introduce, if hon. members will assist
me in it. It is in regard to the Constitu-
tion Act. I regret very much to say that
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an error has been detected—it came under
wy notice only to-day—with regard to the
boundaries of the Nelson and Wellington
electoral districts (South-West). The
Legislative Counecil made an amendment
in the South- West mining electoral dis-
triet, by which the boundaries were
altered ; and that amendment was adopted
by us, but by some oversight the conse-
quential amendment in the adjoining dis-
Of course the
result of that is that certain adjoining
districts will overlap. I amn advised that
there will be no difficulty in thie matter,
the Governor having power to assent to
a Bill for the rectification of this omis-
sion. What has occurred i merely the
omission of a consequential alteration,
necessitated by an alteration made by the
Upper House and assented to by this
Chamber. T therefore desire to take the
opportunity now, seeing that the rolls
have to be prepared, of passing this small
Bill through all its stages. That is not a
matter which affects anyone. Itis, as ¥
gay, merely the rectification of an over-
gight, and for that purpose I propose fo
move that the Standing Orders be sus-
pended in regard to Bills for the remainder
of the session, on the understanding that
I do nof intend to move any other Bills
but this one as to the rectification of the
errors which, I regret to say, seem to
have crept into the last Constitution
Act. I beg to move the suspension of the
Standing Orders for the remainder of the
session in regard to Bills,

Mr. MORAN (Bast Coolgardie): I
ask the right hon, gentleman whetber he
will eonsider the advisability of suspend-
ing the Standing Orders altogether. I
do not see why they should not be sus-
pended.

Tre SPEAKER : I think that would
be very objectionable indeed, for it would
be leaving me without any power whatever.

Tue PrexIeR: The suspension of the
Standing Orders could be moved in rela-
tion to each separate matter.

Ter SPEAKER: In wmy opinion, it
is a very bad practice fo suspend fthe
Standing Orders, unless it is absolutely
necessary to do so.

Question put and passed, and the
Btanding Orders suspended accordingly.

On further motion by the PrEMIER,
the House resolved itself nto Committee
of Supply.
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IN COMMITTEE OF SUPFPLY.

Tae PREMIER moved:

That there be granted to Her Majesty, on
account of the service of the year 1000-1901, a
sum not exceeding £300,000 out of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, and £150,000 from
mongys to credit of the General Loan Fund,

Question put and passed.

WAYS AND MEANS,

Resolution passed, in Committee of
Ways and Means.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

suvpPLY BILL, £450,000.

Bill for giving effect to the foregoing
resolutions was passed through all stages,
without debate, and transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

QUESTION—RIFLES AND AMMUNITION,
PUBLIC TRAINING FOR DEFENCE.

Mg. WILSON asked the Premier, What
steps, if any, the Government had decided
to take to carry out the wishes of the
people, as expressed by a deputation fo
the Premier, that the Government should
take immediate steps to procure an ade-
quate sup, ly of rifles and ammunition,
and provide facibties for the people to
acquire the use of same.

Tree PREMIER replied :-—The matter
was being considered, and would be. fur-
ther dealt with when the Estimales were
being framed.

PRIVILEGE — GERALDTON CASE, RE-
PORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mz. MooruEAD, Chairman of Select
Committee, brought up the report of the
Committee, with evidence, relating to the
inguiry ordered by the House into chaxges
made by the member for Geraldton (Mr.
Robson), reflecting on members of the
Legislative Assembly.

Report. received, and read by the Clerk.

Mr. MOORHEAD (North Murchison)
further moved that the report, with the
avidence taken, be printed.

Me. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : T would ask, Mr. Speaker,
whetber it is necessary fo print all this
avidence, seeing that it has already been
published in the newspaper Press ?

Tre PreEmier: The official shorthand
report will be fuller.

Mz. MONGER (York): Shall 1 be
out of order in moving the suspension of
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the Standing Orders in regard to the
presentation of this report, in order that
those who have statements to make may
be able to make them ? I move formally
that, so far as this inquiry is concerned,
the Standing Orders be suspended.

M=z, HuepLE: I second the motion.

Tae SPEAKER: A motion has been
made that the Standing Orders be sus-
pended, and the motion has been sec-
onded ; therefore I am bound to put the
question ; but I think it is undesirable to
sugpend the Btanding Orders on this
occasion. What action can be taken if
the Standing Orders are suspended ?
Surely hon. members should wait until
the report has been printed. The
Standing Order on this point says :

Upon the presentation of a report, no discus-

sion shall take place; bub the report may be
ordered to be printed with the documents
accompanying it. If any measure or
proceeding be nhecessary upon a report of a
committee, such measure or proceeding shall
be brought under the consideration of the
House by a specific motion, of which notice
must be given in the usual manner.
I should say that is a highly desirable
proceeding. When the report is printed,
and hon. members are in possession of it,
then any hon. member can found a motion
drawing attention to the matter of the
report; in fact, notice of a motion bas
been given; but T do not think it
desirable that a discussion should take
place on the matter until the report is
printed. Of course, itis for hon. members
to say, and not for me.

Mr. MONGER: I have no desire to
do anything contrary to the Standing
Orders, or contrary to the ideas you hold,
Mr. Speaker, because I respect those ideas.
But so far as I am personally concerned,
I would like to say I am prepared to
substantiate everything I had in wmy
ntind last night in regard to the mewnber
for Geraldton (Mr. Robson).  The hon.
member gave me no latitude, and I do
not see why, under the circumstances, I
should be called on to give latitude to
him. I would like, if possible, to
absolutely disprove, as I am prepared to
do, the miserable and dirty reflections
which he has cast upon me, and to cast
back the charges which he has tried to
level against me and some others on this
side of the House.

Tae Seeager: It will only make a
difference of one day.
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M=. MONGER: But if you deem me
to a certain axtent out of order in moving
suspension of the Standing Orders, and
as not taking a course usually recognised
under gimilar circumstances, it would be
better perhaps to withdraw the motion I
have submitted.

Mz, HUBBLE (Gascoyne): I would
like to ask whether it could not be taken
as & fact that the report is printed ¥

Tre Sreaxer : Certainly not.

Mz. HUBBLE: I want to put myself
on a right footing, and we want every
word printed.

Tar Prymier: That is the motion
before the House now.

Mr. HUBBLE : But I want to under-
stand whether we cannot take the report
as printed.

Tae SPEAKER: No; certainly not.

Mr. HUBBLE: Then I ask your
ruling as to whetber I ought to give
notice of motion now.

Tex SPEAKER: Of course notice
must be given, if it is intended fo bring
forward a motion founded on the report.

Tae Premier: When ought the
notice of motion to be given ?

Mr. Hossre: That is what T want to
know.

Tee SPEAKER : The Standing Orders
say it must be given “in the usual
nanner.”

The Premier: But we had not the
report here at the time for giving notices.

Tee SPEAKER: No; { know you
had not. That is the difficalty. To
enable a motion o be drawn up, it would
1ot be a bad idea i the House were to
adjourn for, say, half an hour; and after
the adjournment notice of a motion
could be given, and it would then appear
on the Notice Paper for to-morrow. I
think that would be the fairest way. At
any rate, when any charges are made
against a cember of this House, he should
have noticé of what the motion is to be.
We do not deny that, I think, to any
criminal who is charged in a court.

Mi. MONGER: As far as I am per-
sonally concerned, I desire to refer to a
certain portion of the member for Gerald-
ton’s remarks; but I am also desirous
of showing to the people of Western
Australia who theindividual is who dares
to level these charges at me.

TaE SpEAEER : The hon. member will
have an opportunity of doing that, when
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the motion to deal with the report is
brought forward.

Mr. MONGER : Then, on dealing
with the report, I shall have an oppor-
tunity of telling the people of Western
Australia who he is, and that he is a man
who has not paid twenty shillings in the
pound. T am desirous of doing that,
and of pointing cut to the people of this
colony the lame position which he occu-
pies under the protection of the law. If
I am privileged to refer to this matter on
the congideration of the report, I shall be
perfectly satisfied.

Mr. MORAN: The question before
the House is that the motion for
suspending the Standing Orders be

withdrawn.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Mg. Moran: There is now the
question of printing the report.

Mg. Leaxe : Was that motion carried ?

Tue Seeaker: It was carried.

TaE PreEmivk: I do not think the
motion for printing was carried.

TaE SrEaxer: I think it was. Did I
not put it ?

Severar Meusers: No.

Tee PREMIER: I think the easiest
way out of this difficulty will be to pass
the motion that the report be printed. I
understand it will be printed immediately,
and will be on the table to-morrow for
the information.of hon. members; and
that, with the Speaker’s permission,
after the dinner hour fo-might, notice
may be given of a motion in connection
with the report.

Mg. Morax : Why wait till then? Do
we wish to meet again after dinner ?

Tre PREMIER : There is some other
business to do.

Mr. MoorHEaD: Would it not be
better to fix to-morrow for the considera-
tion of the report ?

Tae PREMIER: We must give
notice to-night.

Mz. Georae: Why not adjourn for
ten minutes ?

Tae PREMIER: 1 fear we cannot
get through our business by half-past 6.

Mz. MoornEaD: Why not pass the
motion for printing the report ?

Tar PREMIER: That motion we can
pass ; but we want also a specific motion
on the other question.

Me. YruiveworTa: I think therewould
be no objection to the proposed motion
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being read in the House, that the House
may see what it is.

Tae PreEmieEr: The motion is not
ready. .

Question—that the report and evidence
be printed—put and passed.

M=z. MORAN: I am told we ought to
have a motion as to when we ghall con-
sider this report. [Mg. HarPEr: Yes.]

Tee PremIier: We are about to have
one.

Mz. MORAN : But let us decide now
when we shall consider the report.

Tae PreEMIER : To-morrow,

Me. MORAN: Well, give notice to
that effect, if you wish.

Mz. Harrer: We want a motion that
the report be considered.

Mz, Leage: @ive notice of a motion,

by leave of the House.

Mr. MORAN: No; no notice of such
a motion is necessary. I beg to move
that the report be taken into considera-
tion at the meeting of the House
to-morrow.

Mz. HARPER : T second that.

Question put and passed.

Tug SPEAKER: We have not yet
overcome all our difficulties, because I
think we ought to give notice of the
motion, if there is to be & motion, which
will be proposed to-morrow.

Mzr. MORAN: Imove that this House
do now adjourn till 20 minutes to 6
o'clock.

Me. IuniveworTH: Is it not some-
what irregular for a private member to
move the adjournment of the House ?

Tee Premien: It is not a formal
adjournment of the House, For the
convenience of members, the Speaker is
agked to leave the Chair temporarily.

Mr. MORAN : I am afraid the leaders
on both sides of the House are somewhat
aslow.

Tae SPEAKER: I will leave the
Chair till a gquarter to 6 o’clock.

At 523, the Seeakkr left the Chair,
At 545, Chair resumed.

Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardie): I
beg to give notice of the following motion
for to-morrow :—

That this House is of opinion that the ex-
planation made by the hou. member for Gerald-
ton, that his charges should not be taken in
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their literal sense, is not sufficiently satisfac-
tory. (2) This House is of opinion that,
should the hon. member for Geraldton make
an unqualified withdrawal of the charges, no
further action is necessary. (3) That, failing
the withdrawal, this House i of opinion the
hon. member should be censured by Mr,
Speaker,

MOTION—REGISTERING VOTES, SOME
DIFFICULTIES.

Me. VOSPER moved:

That, in the opinion of this House. it is
desivable that the nttention of the Government
be directed to the Electoral Officers in and
around Perth, with a view to promoting the
registration of persons entitled to the franchise.
He did not wish to do more than direct
the attention of the Grovernment to the
present conduct of the electoral officers in
and around Perth. He confined his
motion to Perth, because he had not had
time to go into the matter in outside dis-
tricts nor on the goldfields. He had no
intention to censure the officials or their
conduet, but to call attention to certain
matters which might be remedied if the
Government gave attention to them. Com-
plaints had reached him that the electoral
registrars were not deing all they might
do in the direction of facilitating the
enrolment of people entitled to the
franchise. Section 13 of the Elesctoral
Act, under which the officers were ap-
pointed, said that the registrar should keep
forms of claims and applications for
transfer, and without fee supply the
same, and fill them np. Complaints had
reached him that registrars would not
comply with this section, they would not
fill up the papers, and would not assist
the public, but seemed to put many
techmical objections mm the way of the
registration of claimns. He had always
looked upen it as a curious thing that
whereas under the Goldfields Act, which
dealt with the administration of thousands
of pounds’ worth of property, it was
expressly laid down that no technical
informality in a doecument should make
i informal, but when it came to the
question of voting, a mere informality—
the scratch of a pen in the wrong place—
rendered the document informal. The
document which a person had to fill up
for a claim stated * hereunder the follow-
ing are my qualifications.” To his know.
ledge 58 claims had been rejected by the
electoral registrars in Perth on the sole
ground that more than one qualification
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had been given. A man resided in the
colony so many years, he also said he was
a householder or the owner of land, but
because a man put two qualifications in
the place of ane, the claimn was rejected.
That did not seem in accordance with
the Act, anfl it was opposed to the
phraseology of the claim which said
“ qualifications.” A person could state
as many qualifications as he chose, but
it did not séem sensible that a person
should be disqualified because he had two
qualifications to vote. It appeared to
him that, if the electoral registrar was to
interpret the Act according to the spirit,
these trivial ¢objections would not be held,
and people would get on the roll easily.
Section 13 of the Electoral Act had not
properly been complied with. If a per-
son went to the electoral registrar with
an informal ¢laim, the person was told to
get u fresh one and have it attested again.
What the officer should do was to fill up
the form for the man or woman, and if
satisfied showld attest it there and then,
or the form could be filled up and the
applicant could be told to go away and get
a fresh attestation. But the officers gave
the applicant a blank form, and told bim or
her to go away, fill it up, und get it attes-
ted. Persons expected to find the task of
making a claim simplified under the new
Act, but they found that their claims
were rejected. He did not think Parlia-
ment intended that thatshould take place
under the A¢t. He had simply brought
forward the motion to urge on the Gov-
ernment that they should pay some
attention and see, if possible, that electoral
registrars didl not refuse claims on techni-
cal grounds. The Premier had called his
attention just now to certain forms which
had been filled up and one on which he
(Mr. Vosper) had put a wrong date, con-
sequently it was rejected.

Mr. Grorae: It was not usual for
the hon. member to be inacenrate.

Mr. VOSPER: An inaccurate state-
ment of that kind would cause a rejection
of the form, and he had no objection to
that, as he could fill up another form
and send it in; but because a person
had a double qualification, that was no
reason why the claim should be rejected.
Therefore he (the Premier) was asked
simply to intervene in these matters, and
to call the attention of fhe registrars
more particularly to the terms of Section
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13 of the Act, so that they might give
the information they were called upon to
give under the Act.

Me. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chigon) : One would like the Premier to
take this question earnestly into consider-
ation. A person came to him (Mr.
[lingworth) to fill up a form, but he
must confess the wording was too much
for him. Ordinary electors would not be
able to quite understand what was in-
tended; for one was asked to state his
qualifications, length of residence, and
what property he had, and there were
five or six questions, one after the
other. Surely if every question were
answered correctly, that should not be a
disqualification ; but it was being made
such, and an impression was getting
about that officers were taking it upon
themselves to disqualify electors. He
was sure that was unot the case, and he
could not conceive that it could be the
case on the part of the Government;
congequently he thought some simplifi-
cation was required, and a little consider-
ation from the Government. The
attention of the registrars should be
called to the fact that they were expected
by the Act to aesist the applicant in
filling up his paper. The registrars,
however, were not doing that, Dut,
on the contrary, were seizing every
little mistake that might be in the
paper to disqualify the applicant. That
was not a fair thing. Tt was not what
this House desired, or intended, nor
what the Electoral Act intended. We
had paid officers, who ought to assist
applicants in filling up forms, and inatead
of rejecting claims through informalities,
they should admit them so long as the
applicants showed sufficient qualification,
irrespective of anvlittlemistakes. He (Mr.
Nlingworth) sent in & paper in which he
had put down two qualifications, and he
expected to be disqualified. There was
nothing to show that a man was not to
mention more than one qualification.
The forin asked a person to give every
qualification possessed, and if he (Mr.
INingworth) were to do that, he would
give five or six. It was not the Act that
required what had been referred to, but
the officer. The officer took upon himself
to say that two qualifications invalidated
a paper, and be bad no right to do so.
One did not suppose the Government
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instructed him to do it, and what he (Mr.
IHlingworth) wanted the Government to
do was to instruct the registrar not
to do it, and to tell him that as long
a8 an individual applicant showed suffi-
cient qualification his claim should be
admitted.

M. GEORGE (Murray) : This motion
did not go as far as it should. Certainly
it was desirable that the attention of the

Government should be directed to the |

question, but what was far more desirable
wag that the Govermment should be
directed to do its duty in this matter,
which was to carry out the instructions
of this House when they passed the Elec-
toral Bill, that, subject to certain quali-
fications, every man and woman should
be upon the roll. How could that
grssibly be done when the (Government

id not provide the necessary machinery,
and what was the use of blaming the
Electoral Registrar and those officers
with him when he had not sufficient to
do the work properly? If the Govern.
raent were serious, why did they not
strike out and let the people understand
that we wanted a proper roll. He did
not think it was quite fair for us to blame
the officers. If a man had his hands tied
upon his back, we could not expect him
to make a proper defence against a man
whose fists were free, and why should we
expect Mr. Daly to be able to deal with
rolls which would perhaps relate to
100,000 people, when he had only as
many to assist him as had an ordinary
merchant or land agent? For years this
House had been playing with the question,
and had not seen the necessity of people
who paid the faxes having the right to
vole. We passed Acts and kept back the
machinery, We said it was necessary to
have machinery, but had not provided the
funds. Of course we should pitch into
the Premier—we always did, and the
right hon. gentleman was made to be shot
at—but we ought to pitch into ourselves
for not properly looking after the rights
of the people in this respect. ]

Me. WOOD (West Perth): The
motion by the member for North-East
Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) was a very
proper one. To fill in one of these forms
straight away was rather puzzling. Still,
there were a lot of canvassers about; a
lot of zealous people.
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an electioneering agent to get people o
the roll. He thought that what the
ought to do before undertaking duties o
this sort was to obtain a little informatior
and instruction from the Registrar. Tha
was what he (Mr, Wood) did, and h
found no difficulty now in placing peopl
on the roll. He supposed he had place
gome hundreds on the roll during the las
week. The member for the Murray (M
George) struck the nail on the head whe
he said the office was undermanned. H
(Mr. Wood) had spoken times cut o
number about the situation of ‘the elec
toral office.

M=z, ILLINGWORTH:
wanted to find it.

Mg. WOOD : It was in the most out
of-the-way corner in Perth, almost. I
wag in a dingy little room in which thre
or four men were engaged, there being n.
accommodation for the public, and ns
accomuodation for the work. He hearc
8 day or two ago that new offices hac
been taken on the ground floor of the
Mechames’ ITnstitute, at the corner. Tha
was 2 move in the right direction. A:
enormous lot of work came Defor
these officers, and he hoped the Inspecto
of Parliamentary Rols would be giver
proper and reasonable agsistance.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J
Forrest) : The Director of Public Work:
informed him that the Grovernment ha
taken some good offices on the grounc
floor of the Mechanics’ Institute, whick
would be a very convenient place for the
work of the Registrar. He regretted tha
beretofore the office had not been in
suitable position, or in a place larg
encugh. The filling up of claims seemec
to be a troublesome matter, becaus
people who undertook it did not seem t
be careful. A fairly intelligent persor
ought to be able to manage it, but if
person put the 8th May, whereas the Ac
did not come into force until the 174
May, what was the poor registrar to do
If he took it on himself to alter the dats
to the 8th June, the registrar might by
told—of course not in the case of the hon
member (Mr. Vosper), because the dat
was before the Act came into force—bu
might be told by someone that he had
altered the application, and that the
applicant applied a mouth earlier thax

A guide wa

Every Tom, Dick, ' was shown on the roll. So the registra:

and Harry seemed to constitute himself | did not know what to do.
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Me. Vosper: The registrar was
authorised by the Act to make altera-
tions of that kind.

Tue PREMIER: If the registrar was
authorised, he ought to do i, but
he (the Premier) did not think the
registrar could alter & man's application.
It was a perious matter to alter an
application, and there was no doubt that
some people seemed to be rather stupid
with regard to filling up these claims.
He saw a bundle of claims which was
brought to him, and all of them were
improperly filled up. Some were not
witnessed, and in some the full name
wus 1ot given, the name being put as
Q. Bloomer,” or something. What was
the good of that? What was “ 0. ?
It might ba Octavius.

M=. Vosper: “JO O"
known initials.

Tae PREMIER: The form showed
that the full name should be given, yet a
person gave one initial only, and so
on all through the piece; therefore
there was difficulty. He was quite
aware that up to the present we had not
spent enough money with regard to the
electoral rc%]s. We were trying to do it
cheaply, and had to do so. It was a
very expensive business. He was almost
horrified to-day when told that the
referendum was going to cost £10,000.

Mr. GeoreE: What was that ?

Tae PREMIER : A tremendous lot of
money.

. Mz. Georer: The Premier said there
was a million in the Treasury.

Tue PREMIER: Not for that pur-
pose. He had said that £500 ought to
be nearer the cost : but they laughed at
him. He thought we ought to get il
done for legs than £10,000; 2t any rate
he hoped g0, by utilising the officers we
had. All these things meant a very large
expenditure. His friend opposite (Mr.
Ilingworth) whom we kmew to Le very
intelligent, had a qualification for landed
property. One block would be quite suf-
ficient for all the purposes of registration ;
but, not content with mentioning one
})Iock, the hon. member named thres or
our,

were well-

the owner of several blocks.
MR. ILLiNewoRrTH said he was a Tesi-
dent and bpd property as well.

{13 Juxng, 1900.]

‘What did he want to do that for P |
If he did that, he would be put down as |
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Tax PREMIER: If one was a resi-
dence qualification, what more was
wanted P If the hon. member sold the
property referred to, the roll would be
wrong in a few months, because the
plroperty would belong to someone
else.

Me. Vosper: Why was the plural
given in the schedule ?

Tue PREMIER: 'lhat would mean
in a case where a piece of property was
not of sufficient value, and two pieces
were required to make up the required
amount. If one was sufficient, why put
two? If a person was qualified by resi-
dence, why mention that he was qualified
by something else? For his own part, he
never qualified by residence, but always
by property, because property did not
change so easily; and if he sold it, he
knew that he lost his qualification, but
perbaps he could get put on as a resident.
While he had property he always quali-
fied by property, because people could
more easily find the owner. He would
do the best he could in the matter,
but it was o peculiar subject, involving
the expenditure of more money thaa
hitherto. No doubt the rolls had not
been well kept, because those respon-
sible for them had other duties to per-
form, and the plan adopted elsewhere
would have to be adopted here, namely,
that of giving the officials little or no-
thing else to do. He had no abjection to
the motion, and hoped it would do some
good to those who had the management
of the matter,

Me. HALL (Perth): The words
* state what qualifications” would imply
to the ordinary man that the statement
of more than one qualification was per-
mitted.

Tue PrEMIER: So it was permitted.

M=z. HALL : But the Electoral Regis-
trar said it was not, and forms containing
more than oue qualification had been
rejected as incorrect. The common sense
of the Electoral Registrar might have
told him that more than one qualification
was permitted, and it would appear that
registrars sometimes took on thewselves
a Iittle too much authority. He had been
told of one instance before the last
election where father and son, both
bearing the same christian name and
living in the same street, had sent in
forms, one of which the registrar took on
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himself to tear up, so that one man really |

was enrolled as a voter. The other, who
was the son, naturally imagined he was
on the roll and voted also, and was now
gaid to be threatened with prosecu-
tion.

Mr. DOHERTY (North Fremantle)
suggested that an approved form should
be inserted in the duaily and weekly news-
papers, for three or four consecutive
Saturdays, in order to show people,
especially country people, the proper way
of filling it up.

Mr. VOSPER (in reply): The remarks
of hon. members were gratifying to him,
but lie could hardly agree with the Pre-
mier that the trouble arose from the
stupidity or carelessness of the voter.
When a person saw on the face of the
form that ¢ quahfications ” and not
“ qualification” had to be filled in, be
naturally proceeded to do ashe was told;
and yet if two qualifications were given,
the claim was rejected, and the stupidity
and carelessness, if any, rather lay on
the part of the officials. He agreed that
a sufficient staff and sufficient facilities
were not given for carrying on the work
of preparing the rolls, and he could quite
understand the staff being worried with
pressure of business, and not perhaps
being so civil or obliging as they other-.
wise would. The suggestion to advertise
an approved form properly filled up was
an excellent one, and another good idea
would be to publish proper instructions
on the form itself. He was aware that
the form, being a schedule under the Act,
could not be altered without an amend-
ment of the measure; but that difficulty
might be obviated, as had been done on 5
former occasion, by an advertiser who
printed his announcement at the foot of
the form, separated from the form itself
by a perforated line, so that the. form
could be torn off. As to the canvassers
whom the member for West Perth (Mr.
Wood) had deseribed as Dbeing over-
zealous, the Electoral Registrar ought to
exercise a good deal of care; and if
that officer would undertake to supply
to properly formed associations an
unlimited number of forms, that would
meet all demands. The canvassers who
were now going about filling up the
forms should be suppressed as ¢uickly
as possible. -

Question put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Privilege { Robson).

PRIVILEGE—GERALDTON CASE:
RESIGNATION TENDERED.

Mr. ROBSON (Geraldton): I rise
for a moment on a question of privilege,
and would like to have the Speaker's
permisgion to say a few words. Having
heard the report of the Select Committee,
and algo the Notice of Motion given for
to-morrow, T now withdraw any reflec-
tions I have made on members of the
House, and unreservedly apologise to the
House and to individuals who may
have deemed themselves affected by my
remarks. I wish also to state, if so
allowed, that I have, right from the
beginning of the matter, tried to impress
on the House that I do not wish in any
way to reflect on the private characters
of individual members of the House. I
have tried to do 80 in the House, and I
have done so before the Select Com-
mittee; and I now, sir, abide for the
time Dbeing by the decigion which this
Select Committee has put forward. But
I have also always maintained that the
tribunal I am prepared to face is that
which T consider to be the ultimate
tribunal, namely, my constituents and the
people of the country, who will in this
matter, I feel sure, give me a fair and
impartial hearing. Under these circum-
stances, I shall not proceed further with
this wmatter to-night, but merely tender
my resignation as member for the elec-
torate of Gteraldton.

Me. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : This,
what I might almost call sudden dénoue-
ment of this unpleasant matter, necessi-
tates our getting a little guidance from
you, Mr. Speaker; and as a matter of
urgency I hope you will inform mie
whether the action of the member for
Geraldton interferes with the Notice of
Motion given for to-morrow; becanse in
my humble opinion the wember for
Geraldton has just now offered an un-
qualified withdrawal ws regards indi-
vidual members of the House. Whether
that withdrawal is satisfactory to the
House or nob, being qualified by the
remark ¢ for the time being” and so on,
ig for the House to say ; but cerlainly his
action affects the second part of my
Notice of Motion, because it would be
very hard to censure one who was not
then a member of the House. What I
want to ask, on behalf of others, is
whether you will give to gentlemen who
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may consider they have something to say
in vindicaling their position, the right to
speak on the question; that is, whether
this interruption to the ordinmary course
of debate will enable hon. members to
discuss the Notice of Motion ?

Tre Speaxer: I cerfainly think the
Notice of Motion can be discussed to-
wmorrow, which is the day for which the
notice has heen given.

Mg. MORAN: Will it be in order for
members to discuss the matter now ?

Tae SreakEk: No; not until the
question coines up to-morrow.

Mr. MORAN: The ordinary discus-
sion will not be interfered with by the
resignation of the member for Geraldton?

Tae Sreirer: Not at all.

Mr. MONGER (York) : There is only
this point, that some of ws may have to
?;t]ﬁress our regret that the hon. member

ill not be in his place to hear what we
have to say,

Mr. MOORHEAD (North Murchi.
son): May I ask, Mr. Speaker, whether
there is a member for Geraldton now ?

Tae SPEAKER: There is, uatil the
House declares the seat vacant. T will
" immediately read the resignation, and it
is for the House to take action and declare
the seat vacant, because until a seat is
declared vagant, I cannot issue a writ. I
therefore inform hon. members that I
have received fromn the mewmnber for
Geraldton his resignation of his seat in
this House.

Tee PREMIER: T beg to move that
the hon. mewber's resignation be taken
nto consideration to-morrow.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : I beg to move that the seat of
the member for Geraldton be declared
vacant.

Mr. MoRraw:
motions at once ?

TaE Sreag®r: I think the motion of
the member for Central Murchison is
an amendment on that moved by the
Premier.

Mz, Mogax: The member for Central
Murchison did not say so.

Mr. Georee: The motion is open to
discussion.

Tee SpeaEEr: It is not open for
discussion until I put the question to the
House.

Mz. IrviveworTH: May I ask if the
meotion of the Premier requires a seconder?

Are there to be two

13 Juwe, 1900.3

Resignation tendered. 341

THE SPEAKER: It certainly reguires a
seconder.,

Mz. TIrviveworrH: The Premier's
motion was not seconded; therefore my
motion is before the House,

Mr. Moran: Mr. Speaker

Tog Sppaxge: I have not put the
question yet.

Question put.

Mr. Moran : I rise to a point of order.
Mr. Illingworth rose so quickly in his
place that nobody else had an opportunity
of rising, or otherwise I have no deubt the
Premier's motion would have been
seconded. If a member bobs up so
saddenly, how can anybody have time to
second the motion ¥

Tue SpeAgEr: I think the motion of
the member for Central Murchison is in
order, :

Tae Premier: No one bad an oppor-
tunity of seconding my meotion. If an
hon. member jumps up at once, how can
anyone have an opportunity ?

Mg. Georae: Would I be in order in
moving that the debate be adjourned ?

THE SpEARER: I think hon. members
should be quicker in seconding motions,
becanse sometimes I have to wait and
put the wmotion without a seconder, as a
matter of course.

Mr. InLivaworTa : I call attention to
the fact that you yourself, sir, rose to
put the motion of the Premier,

Tee SreagEr: Yes; I did put the
question.

Tre PremiEr: Then that was assumn-
ing the motion was seconded.

Tre Speaker: The motion of the
Premier was not seconded.

Tur PreMIER : Do you rule my motion
was hot seconded P

Tee SrEsaxer: Cerfainly; T never saw
anyone second it.

THE PrEMIER: But you rose to put it,
when Mr. Illingworth interrupted.

TrE Seeaxer: I did, and I am very
often obliged to do so, but if my attention
be called to the fact, I must rule a motion
has not been seconded.

Tee PreMiER: It will make no differ-
ence, because I suppose the guestion will
go to the vote,

TRHE SreaRER: I do not think it will
make any difference nt all.

Tue PREMIER : If the motion of the
member for Central Murchison has pre-
. cadence over mine, I movessanamendment
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that this matter be deferred until to-
morrow.

THE SPEAEER: The Premier may move
that the debate be adjourned.

Me. Leagg: Yes; move that the
debate be adjourned.

Tre PREMIER: That will do just as
well. Tmovethat the debate be adjourned
until to-morrow.

Tere SpEaker: Does anyone second
that motion ?

[Beveral members rose to second the
motion.)

Question put and passed, and the
debate adjourned accordingly.

At 630, the SpEARER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS AMEND-
MENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

Mz, MORAN (East Coolgardie): I
formally move the second reading of this
Bill, at the request of the member for
North Murchison (Mr. Moorhead), who
cannot be here this evening, and I do so
with great pleasure. As hon. members
know who read the stirring history of
loeal events, this measure probably had
its birth in a little turmoil which recently
occurred in the Perth Town Hall. Look-
ing into the Bill, I see nothing objection-
able, except that generslly I do not like
intruding legislation on this House and
moving the powers of Parliament for the
sake of small matters; Lut this Bill will
serve all municipalities in the colony, and
there seems to be nothing in it very
objectionable if we except Clause 4, to
which T believe there is some objection
that we shall hear of from the Attorney
General. 1 formally move the second
reading of this Bill, and we shall probably
hear what is thought about it by the
Government.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): I have no objection to assist
the hon. member to some extent with the
Bill, as I am informed it is a matter of
consequence to the municipal council of
Perth. Of course, when we get into
Committee, I shall move that Clause 4 be
struck out, because I am quite certain its
retention would destroy the Bill. The
Attorney General would never be able to

[ASSEMBLY.]

Second reading.

advise the Governor to assent to a Bill
which, on the face of it, isillegal. I am
surprised that hon. members in another
place, where there are so many lawyers,
should have tried to pass a measure con-
taining such a fatal clause. .

Me. Moraw: Tt was drawn up by a
lawyer.

Tee PREMIER; Probably nothing
can be said in its favour save that it mey
not do much barm.

M=z. Moran: That is the principal
thing.

Tae PREMIER: Butit certainly could
not be acted on were Clause 4 retained,
because that clause would involve a con-
tradiction of the Klectoral Act, and there-
fore this Bill would have to e reserved
by the Governor, thus frustrating the
object of those members of the Municipal
Council of Perth who, I believe, are
desirous of having this power to reinstate
on the roll some ratepayers who have.
been deprived of their votes and are
desirous of voting at the elections in
November.

Mr. Grorce: What has the Bill to
do with the election for the City Council
in November ? This Bill deals with
parliamentary and not with municipal
elections.

Tae PREMIER: Yes; but the alter-
ation of the Electoral Act could not be
assented to by the Governor, and the
whole Bill would thus be resexrved and
hung up, and the object in view would
not be effected. [Mr. Mowran: Hear,
hear.] With these few observations, and
in order to assist the City Council, I do
not mind, if my friend opposite (Mr.
Illingworth) does not mind, supporting
this Bill. It has been said the City
Council acted wrongfully in removing
these names, or in not putting thew on
the roll.

Mr. GeoreE: The councillors could
not help themselves.

Tae PREMIER: But appareitly it is
admitted that the council had not the
power : for if they had the power ihey
would not in their extremity have asked
Parliament to pass this special legisla-
tion during this special session.

Mp. Moraw: They were accused of
striking off the names illegally.

Tue PREMIER: Although we have
met here for a special purpose, yet I
think we may well assist the Perth City
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Couneil in this small matter, though I do
not know there is any great necessity for
the Bill, because the question could
probably be dealt with next session even
before the general election. Still, I think
the leader of the Opposition will agree
that we should assist the City Council if
we can, and we certainly can do so by
paasing this Bill at the present time.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): The whole
trouble in this connection has arisen
through the neglectful tactics --T can call
them nothing' élse—of the Government or
the law officer responsible for this matter
in years gone by. There can be no
mistake about that.

Tue Premier: How so?

M. G :ORGE: There has been a
Municipal Aet and an Electoral Act,
and the electoral Act prescribes various
qualifications entitling persons to vote at
parliamentary elections; and by the
Municipal A¢t a ratepayer who has not
paid s ratgs has his name struck out,
not only of the municipal roll but also of
the parhamentary rolk.

Mr. Moraxw: No.

M=z. GEORGE : Excuse me, that has
been done.

Tae Premier: Formerly, but not
now.

Mr. GEORGE: That is exactly where
the trouble comes in.

Mr. Moraxn: The other channel for
getting on the electoral roll is still open
to such ratepayers ; therefore they are not
disfranchised,

Mr. GEORGE: Mr. Speaker, have I
the ear of the House ?

The SPEAKER: Yes.

MR. GEQRGE: Then I shall be glad
if you will reprimand the hon. member
{Mr. Moran). I was endeavouring to
argue that the Electoral Act creates
one qualification, and the Municipal
Institutions Act enables that qualification
to be taken away owing to the fact that a
man las not paid his rates. That is how
all the trouble has come about, and how
persons who have not paid their rates
have been struck off the electoral roll for
Parliament. It may have Dbeen quite
right to strike off the names of such
persons in the municipal roll, but it
certainly cannot have been right, when
the mere fact of a man’s existence is
sufficient to ¢ualify him for a vote at
parliamentary elections, to strike off
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such voters because they have not paid
their rates.

Mr. Moraw: They are mnot killed
because they have not paid their rates.

Mr. GEORGE: They practically make
him a dead man so far as his electoral
rights are concerned. The hon. member
hashad no experience in municipal affairs,
not even in Kalgoorlie or Boulder “ city.”
I do know something about municipal
affairs in the city of Perth, and I say
the Municipal"Act contains a provision
which this House never intended it should
contain, for the town clerk is compelled
to send, ab a certain time of the year, &
list of people who have paid their rates,
to the electoral registrars; also a list of
those who have not done so, and these
lutter are struck off the roll at the
Revision Court. A man's qualification
ag to his residence in the colony skill
exists, In company with Councillor
Molloy, Mr. J. Phair, the President of
the Australian Natives’ Association, and
other celebrities, T went before Mr. Cowan
on this matter, and Mr, Cowan's decision
wag fair and according to law.,

Mg. Moranw: I’eople can get on again,
though, .

Mr. GEORGE: By filling up another
elaim, and then they have to remain six
months on the roll; in the meantime an
election can take place. If by this Bili
we put the matter right and enable the
City Council to put voters on the roll for
parliamentary matters, it is all right.
The City Council bave the right to take a
man off the roll because he does not pay
his rates, although I do not agree with
that, because the property is there, the
qualification is there, and the Council can
distrain for the rates. If in Committee
it is moved that Clause 4 be struck out,
all the weight of the party behind me will
be used to see that justice is done and to
keep the clause in the Bill.

Tre PrEmMIEr: You canvot do it

Mz. GEORGE: The Premier says
many things; he says he cannot chmb
down, and although he does not climb
down he drops, and he will drop in this
case.

Me. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : As far as this Bill is concerned,
with the exception of Clause 4, | shall

give the hon. member (Mr. Moran)
assistanee to pass it through, but on the
; ¢lear understanding that there will be no
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amendments, because we might have 360
amendments placed before the House, as
we had last session. As long as this
is the Bill T am prepared to give the hon.
member every assistance. I want to
call attention to the fact that this Bill
does not propose to do anything to put
individuals on the Legislative Assembly
roll. The only effect of this Bill will be to
allow certuin persons who were struck
off the last half-year’s roll of the City
Council to vote at the next election.
Mz. Moraw: What election ?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The mumi-
cipal election.

M=r. Moran: What about Clause 4 ?

Me. ILLINGWORTH: That is
absolutely an impossibility, and it is no
use discussing 1t. According to the
Electoral Act, in December of each year
the municipal council has to furnish a
list of persons liable to be rated, and
their rating is a matter under their own
control. T peed not occupy the time of
the House, but I shall assist the hon.
member in passing Clauses 1, 2, and §;
but Clause 4, as the Premier has stated,
interferes with the RKlectoral Act, and
should not appear in this Bill at all.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany) I am unot
satisfied that there is any necessity for
thig Bill, and I would like the Attorney
General to correct me if T am wrong in
my view of the law. This question of
rating, or of the municipal electoral list,
was under my consideration a few days
ago, and if my recollection is correct it
says this, that if all rates are paid up to
the 30th June, the parties paying the
rates can get on to the list. By a decision
of & Judge of the Supreme Court, that
time was practically extended to the 30th
of September. Now what does the Bill
propose to do¥ Merely to add that any
person who has paid the rates due on his
prﬁpert.y for the year shall get on to the
roll.

Tue Arrorvey GENErAL: There is
no limitation in the Bill: it is at any
time, that is the point.

Me. LEAKE : If the people who are
chargeable with the rates pay the rutes
now, or before the 30th September, they
can get on the roll ; therefore what neces-
sity 18 there for the Bilt?

Mr. Morax: Without this Bill ?

Me. LEAKE : Without this Bill.
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MR. Moran: That ig the ruling of th
Judge in court ?

M=z. LEAKE: I cannot put my hanc
on the section at the present moment, bu
I ain pretty certain that is the correc
view. Asto Clause 4, I agree with th
Attorney General that it amounts to a
amendment of the Electoral Act, and th
House should not interfere with it.

Mr. Monaw: If the lawyers assure w
that is the law, all right.

Mr. LEAKE: If the Governmen
desire to pass the Bill I can only sa;
what my view is.

Mr. QUINLAN (Tondyay): Perhap
I may be alle to enlighten hon. members
I know the reason of the by-law being
introduced.

Me. Morax: The reason is Clause 4
if you want to know: that is the rea
TeaS00.

Mr. QUINLAN: It has been intro
duced Dbecause under a by-law passec

' by the City Council in 1898, Judg

Hensman held that all the rates shoulc
he paid prior to the 30th September
otherwise the ratepayers could not appea
on the roil. So as to have the money it
time for the vartous expenditures it
connection with the City Couneil require
for the year, a by-law was passed unde:
the Act—there had not been up to tha
time in 1898 any by-law that the whol
rates should be paid by the 30th June
Tt being the custom for many years pas
for people to pay the first half-year's rate
by June 30, ratepayers thought by doing
this still their names would appear no
only on the ratepayers’ list, but on th
electorul roll.  This Bill is to enable th
Council as soon as it becomes law to pu
these names on the roll, without the rate
having been paid up to a certain time.

Me. Leaxs: They have to pay all rate:
according to Section 2,

Mr. QUINLAN : T am well acquainte
with the Municipal Act. The Cit

! Council have agreed, provided this Bil

becomes law, to pass a new by-lay
extending the time for the payment of al
rates heyond the 30th June.

Mg Moran: What do "all the rates’
mean ?

Mg. QUINLAN: The whole year
rates. This Bill is to provide that a nev
list shall be made up. Some ratepayer

. were aggrieved over the parliamentar,
. election which took place recently, henc
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the agitation, and I might add that a
little “kudos” is to be obtained for the
coming election, especially the municipal
one. This amendment has been brought
about by a few, not many, people who
have agitated for it. The City Council
agreed a fgw days ago to have a new by-
law framed, which necessitates having a
new Bill passed, amending the present
Act. I hope the House will allow the
three clauses to go through, and next
gession we will be able to have a new
Municipal Act, which is much required.

Mr. MoraN: What good will these
three clauses do to the Electoral Act?

Mz. QUINLAN: None at all, but it
will be thg means of putting the rate.
payers, who are aggrieved at the present
time, on the municipal list.

Mz. HALL (Perth) : I donotsee what
harm can hrise from giving people the
opportunity to vote.

Mr. Mogay : A municipal vote?

Mz HALL: A municipal vote. Iam
speaking about the municipal vote as
essentially n property vote, and I do not
agree that it should be necessary for a
voter to have to pay his rates for a vear
to be qualified to vote.

Me. Moraw: This Bill says it would
be necessary.

Mz, HALL: I know, but I am giving
my opinion, becanse I think a property
owner or au occupier is a ratepayer
whether he has paid his rates for the year
or not. It must be remewnbered that the
mnnicipal ¢ouncil have very great powers
in this respect. I the rates are not paid
by the timé demanded, the City Council
or a mudicipal council can put the
bailiff in a man’s house. Take for
instance a tottage on which the landlord
has agreed to pay rates: the landlord
does not pay the rates in time, then
therefore the occupant is disfranchised
through nofault of his own, and not only
that, but owing to the landlord not having
paid the rates, the municipal couneil can
go in and distrain on that man’s furni-
ture; so that I hold that an occupier
being linble to pay the rates, and the
municipal council being at no risk of
losing the rates, because the rates must
be paid or the occupier will lose his furni-
ture; the accupier should be put upon the
roll, whether the rates are paid or not.
If a cottage is owned by a maun who is
living in 1t and the rates are not paid,
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or if a person owns a piece of land
the rates for which are unpaid, that
land or house can be sold by the
municipal eouncil for the rates. There-
fore, it must be seen, if the municipal
council lock after their business, there
is ne possibility of their losing any
of the rates. Therefore T hold that a
ratepayer should be one who is legally
liable to pay rates, and he should have
his vote whether his rates are paid up to
a certain date or not. In some parts of
Victoria, notably some of the suburbs,
the rates are accepted almost up to the
date of election, and the ratepayer is
enabled to vote; but here, according to
the present reading of the Act, on which
a number of lawyers seem to differ, a
man who has even paid the first instal-
ment of his rates is mot entitled to vote,
and we find that in Perth, owing to the
decision of the City Cguncil--whether
right or wrony, I am not going to say—
some 600 odd people have been disfran-
chised, mot only municipally, but as
parliamentary voters. I intend tosupport
tbe Bill, and I hope hon. members will
agree to its going through. What harm
can possibly accrue from allowing the
Uity Council to exercise their discretion
and permit ratepayers to be placed on the
roll? The City Council will then have
the whole matter in their hands. Of conrse
I know one plea is that by making the rates
pavable by a certain date, more rates are
collected ; but if the City Council is given
the power included in this Bill, supposing
there is an election coming on, even an
extraordinary election, the City Couneil
can pass s resolution that ratepayers
paying rates up to a certain date will have
the franchise, und that will have the
effect of bringing the rates in. I cer-
tainly sopport the Bill. I think it is
very necessary, especially at the present
time,

M=z. GREGORY (North Coolgardie) :
My impression of this Bill is that the
object of it is to try and get names placed
on the electoral rolls.

Mg. Moran: Yes; that is it.

Me. GREGORY : That is my idea,
and T fail to see what good can be gained
by this easure. If any person reads
Clause 4 of this Bill, he will see it says
that the lists shall be prepared at various
times by the municipalilies, and they
shall be forwarded to the electoral regis-
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trar. You may send 50.000 names to
the elegtoral registrar, but what is he
going to do with them ? He will simply
put them in the waste-paper basket.
Even if this Bill be passed, it'does not
say that the electoral registrar is going to
put the nawes on the roll. The Electoral
Act says that on or before the 3lst of
December certain lists are going to be
gent, in to him with all the names which
appear on the ratepayers' lists, and he
shall place those names on the roll. I
feel satisfied that if we desire to do any-
thing we must amend the Electoral Act,
and that is impossible.

Mr. Harr: You can do that after-
wards.
Mr. GREGORY: It is absolutely

useless to attempt that now.

Mr. Harsn: You do not prevent people
getting a vote in this election.

Mr. GEEGORY : I repeat that I
think the measure absolutely useless. It
says here distinetly that these electoral
ligts shall be made out aecording to the
Electoral Act.

Tre PrEMier: We do not propose to
preas Clause 4; ouly the three.

Me. GREGORY : I do not suppose
they would do much harm.

Tue PreEmier: I do not think they
would do much harm.

Mr. GREGORY : Clause 4 would be
absolutely useless, even were it passed.

Tue Premier : We cannot do that.

Mr. GREGORY : Although it has
been decided there should be no amend-
ment, I think that persons liable to be
rated sbould be placed on the roll. In
my opinmion there ought to be inserted in
(lanse 2 the words * persons who are liable
to be rated,” because any man who is linble
to be rated by a municipality, and who
does not pay his rates, may have his goods
seized, and that being so I think such a
person has a right to vote; but really T
cannot see that the slightest good will be
doune by the present Ball,

Mr. Moran: I am afraid I canuot
accept any amendment.

Mr. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die) : I regard this Bill as an attempt to
get over a serious blunder made by the
City Couneil of Perth. They endeavounred
to override a decision by a by-law, but
they found that a by-law cannot override
the law.
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Tae PreMIEk: I do not think thai is
it.

Mz. VOSPER : That is my view, at all
events.

TeE PrEMIER : Itis not the legal view.

Mz. VOSPER: Legal opinions differ.
We lmow that we have quite as respect-
able a. concensus of legal opinion on one
gside as on the other. We find George
Leake and Company on one side, Haynes
and Purkiss on the other. It is onlya
cage of paying your money and talking
your choice. I prefer to stick to the
opinion of Haynes and Purkiss, and say
that the municipal council endeavoured
to override an Act of Parliament; conse-
quently, instead of trying to mend their
ways, they now come to Parliament and
agk Parliament to do something to
legalise their acts. If this Bill becomes
law, it will be absolutely worthless. It
will not be worth the paper it is printed
on, because the terms of Clause 2 do not
afford any relief from the present situa-
tion, for, if passed, it would leave the
power in the hands of the council entirely
a8 it is now. I do not think is is desir-
able that power should be left in the
hands of the City Council or any other
council. The power they have they make
a very bad use of, and I am not in
favour of extending their powers until
the personnel of the City Council itself
is altered. I cannot see for the life of me
that this Bill is going to do the slightest
good to any one. The hon. member
for Perth told us that people who have
paid or are liable to pay should be placed
on the roll. I entirely agree with him;
but there is not a scintilla about that in
the Bill. The Bill does not afford them
any assistance at all. As to Clause 4,
that subject has already been dealt
with by the member for North Coolgardie
(Mr. Gregory), who in my opinion is
perfectly correct. The lists would be
sent to the Electoral Registrar, and would
be simply so much waste paper. They
wounld probably be used in the way the
hon. member suggests. We cannot
compel the registrar to put the names
on in this way unless we alter the Elec-
toral Act, and who will suppose that we
shall do that for the City Council ? 1
think it is simply frittering away the
time of Parlivment to bring forward

. Bills of this kind, because the thing is

an abortion.
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Tre Premier: The measure has gone
through the Upper House. Itisa private
member’s Bill.

Mr. MORAXN (in charge of the Bill):
I can see that the almost uvanimous
feeling of the House is against going on
with this matter. As I said before, the
meagure is not my own particular lucu-
bration. I have brought it forward to
oblige a friend. Had that friend been
here, he would perhaps have been able to
meet the fatal objections—as they appear
to me—which have been raised. [ am
not going to defain the House with any
more arguments in favour of the Bill. I
can see it 18 going to be chucked out.

THE PrEMIER: Oh, no.

Mr. Vosrir: How far does it go ?

Mr. MORAN: It does not megt the
object.

Tue Preafier: I think it does. It
will get these people on the municipal
roll.

Mr. Georee: The Act provides for
that.
Me. MORAN: I am told by the

highest authority we can get—the
Attorney General and the lute leader of
the Opposition—that the Act provides
for that.

Me. Hain: If the Act provides for
that, how ig it that these people bave
been knocked off the roll ?

M=z. MORAN : They have their remedy
according to Mr. Justice Hensman’s
decision, therefore I am at a greater loss
to know why we should legislate to put
anyone on. I thought Clause 4 was
going to be a very important ome, but
when I looked at it after tea it was
pointed out that it would be no good
at all. I really think it would destroy
the utility ¢f the weasure. I can se
that the opiion of the House is against
the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read # second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2-~Municipal electoral lists:

Mr. LEAKE: Had the bon. member
in charge of the Bill compared Section 30
and Section 42 of the Municipal Institu-
tions Act with Clause 2 of this Bill, and
seen how far this cluuse extended the
power? As he (Mr, Leauke) read the
Bill, he found that the only difference
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was that whereas under the Municipal
Institutions Act persons could get on the
st up to the 30th of December, under

; thig Bill they could get on at any time,

but always subject to the conditions that
they had paid the whole of their rates.
He understood that the dispute which
recently raged in the municipality of
Perth was that people were entitled to
get on the roll if they had paid half the
rates. Neither the Municipal Institutions
Act nor this measure provided for that;
but the Bill still naintained the position
that persons must pay all the rates;
consequently we carried this no further.
If the Bill had provided that no matter
what the circumstances were, the name of
every ratepayer should be inserted on the
roll, there would have bLeen force in this
measure ; but unless the Bill went: to that
extent, it was waste paper.

Tee PREMIER: The view of the hon.
mewmber (Mr, Leake) was one with which
he could not agree. He did not pretend
to know anything about the law on the
subject, but it seemed to him that this
measure would allow to be placed on the
roll, people who had been struck off.

Mk. Leaxe: These people could get
on under the existing Act.

Tuee PREMIER: This Bill might be
passed if it would have the effect of
placing qualified people on the roll.

Mr. GEORGE: Which rolt #

Tee PREMIER: On the municipal
roll : namely, all persons who had not
previously paid their rates, but since
had done so. Tf a man did not pay his
rates as quickly as he sught to do and
afterwards paid them, he might fairly be
put ou the roll.

M=n. Moran: The decision of the
Supreme Court was that a man could get
on the roll any time up to September 30,
and that was all the Bill proposed.

Tuzg PREMIER: But snrely the Bill
went further and allowed people to be
put on the roll after that date. It was
proposed to Dbring in a consolidating
municipal Bill, and this matter conld be
deult with then ; butin the meantime the
Bill would be a convenience to those who
had been struck off the roll and who
might be put on in time for the November
elections. - The mayor of Perth had
agked him particularly to do sownething
in the direction of haviag this Bill intro-
duced, and although he (the Premier} said
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he did not think that could be done, the
mayor seemed anxious the Billshould

The City Council had taken legal

on the matter, and thought the Bill would
have the effect of plucing some 500 or
600 people on the municipal roll who
had been removed for one reason or
another. Some people seemed to think
that if once removed from the roll it was
easy to be put back again, but it was
well known that if any person got off the
parliamentary roll, however unjustly, he
could not be replaced except by going
through the same routine as before.

Me. LEAEE: Another objection was
that the clause practically empowered the
City Council by resolution to pass an
enactment, and that was not what might
be called elegant legislation, to say the
least of it. He felt satisfied there was
no necessity for the Bill, because the
municipality had power to do what this
Bill was mtended to attain. TUnder
Bection 42 of the present Act, any person
might before September 30 apply by letter
to be placed on the roll, and Mr. Justice
Hensman had held that the effect of the
legislation was to extend the time for
getting on the list from the 30th June,
contemplated by Section 37, to the 30th
September, contemplated by Seclion 42
The real dispute arose amongst the rate-
payers because they got the wrong
impression that if one had paid half
his rates he was entitled to go on the
roll, and unfortunately the true state of
affairs had never been explained to them.
As u matter of fact, when the law suid
all the rates must be paid before a rate-
payer could get on the roll, it was impos-
sible by any process of reasoning to get
them on when they had only paid half
their rates. The mayor and council had
done no wrong becanse they were bound
by the hard-and-fast direction of the Act,
and yet they had had a lot of abuse
heaped upon them.

Tae Premier; Could the City Council
have placed those people cu the roll ?

Mr. LEAKE: Yes; if those people
had paid all their rates.

MEk. QUINLAN: Prior to 1898 there
was 1o by-law in respect to how the rates
should be paid, but in that vear a by-law
was passed and gazetted making the
whole of the rates payable on the 30th
June. It had previously been the custom
that if only the half-year's rates were

[ASSEMBLY.]

in Commitlee.

peid, the ratepayers were placed on the
roll, and between the case referred vo by
Mr. Justice Hensman some years age
and the present agitation there was nc
parallel. At the time that decision was
given, there was no by-law in existence
in regard to the payiog of the rates, bul
since then the by-law had been passed
providing thai the whole of the rates
should be paid prior to September or
otherwise the names would not be on the
roll. At that time there did not happer
to be much interest taken in municipal
elections, hut in 1900 the present circum-
stances were seized upon by certaic
persons who posed as the saviours of the
ratepayers and used the circumstance as
an election ory. This had forced the
City Council to take some notice, more
especially in view of the fact that some
670 voters had been struck off the roll,

Mr. GeoraE: There ought to be more
than that, because very few people had
paid the whole of their rates.

Mg. QUINLAN: The figures he had
given were obtained a few days ago. All
those people felt aggrieved, not altogether
in respect of the municipal roll, but
because their names had disappeared
from the parliamentary roll. The object
of the Bill was to make provision that
the names thus struck off should b
replaced, and it was contended that this
could not be done, for the reason thai
the rates were only struck once a vear and
that was the time to make up the list.
The whole of the rates were due on the
30th June, but the council had up to the
30th September to make up the rolls, und
only recorded the names of those who had
paid up to that date. The object of
the Bill was that all those who had paid
their rates subsequently to the 30th June
should be placed on the roll.

Mz. Moran said he was now beginning
to take a little interest in this Bill.

Mr. GeoreE: Did the hon member nof
hold that the mere fact of property being
liable for rates was sufficient gualification

M=r. QUINLAN: The Act did not st
provide, and the argument of the membe
for Perth (Mr. Hall) was, to use a strong
word, absurd, when he said a man liabls
for rates should be considered a ratepayer
because revenue could only be got fron
ratepayers, owners, or occupiers.

Me. Hairn: Why prevent peopl
voting ! Give them the opportunity o
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paying the rates up to the day of election
if necessary.

Mg. QUINTAN: The City Council bad
been blamed unfairly and it was ridiculous
to now raise this pettifogging cry, because
people would not vote even when they
were ou the rpll, seeing that out of 3,000
electors only 1,600 voted. All this agita-
tion had no other object than to rauise a
municipul or political cry.

Me. MORAN asked whether it was a
fact that o ratepayer could not get on the
roll if he had not paid his rates before the
30th June?

Mg. Leaxg: He could if he had paid
all the rates.

Mk, MORAN believed a ratepayer
could pay all bis rates up to the 30th
September.

Mr. Leagg: So he could.

Me. QuixntaN: The rates were due on
30th June under a by-law.

Mz, MORAN asked the member for
Albapny (Mr. Leake) whether the member
for Toodyay (Mr. Quinlan) was right in
saying that dlthough the roll might be
made up to the 30th September, still no
person who lhad not paid his rates befors
the 30th June could get on the roll.

Mr. LEAKE : Yes; aratepayer could.
Section 164 of the Act provided that the
rate should be struck and certain notice
given, and that at the expiration of 14
days after the publication of the nofice,
the amount payable, subject to any by-law
made as to the time and mode of enfore-
ing the payment, became due and payable.
That meant the whole of the rate, and
Section 37 provided that ratepayers could
only geton the roll if the rates due to the
30th June bhad been paid, meaning the
wheole of the rates for the vear.

Mr. Morin: The section spoke of
rates due up to the 30th June. Did that
mean the half or the whole of the rates ?

Mr. LEAKE: The whole, and that
was where the unfortunate mistake had
arisen.

MR. Morax: It was not a well drawn
section,

Mr. LEAKE: It was a very clumsily
drawn section. The whole of the rates
for the year was struck and notice was
given early in January. ,Under Section
87, if a ratepayer wanted to get on the
roll he had té pay the whole of the rates
for the year before the 30th June, and
Mr. Justice Hensman bad held that if a
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ratepayer paid the whole of the rates for
the year up to the 30th September
he could get on the roll.

Me. Moran: Did the by-law of the
council override Mr. Justice Hensman’s
decision 7

M=z. LEAKE : Much need not be said
about the by-law, because he did not
think the City Council could say they
wounld only enforce payment of the rates
in instalments, and the by-law did not
qualify the previous enactment, either in
this section, Section 37, or Section 42.
Perhaps the Attorney General would say
whether that was right.

TrE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes; cer-
tainly.

Me. Moran:
legalise by-laws.

Mg. LEAKE: Clause 164 authorised
the counmcil to make a by-law regulating
the time and mode of enforcing the pay-
ment of the rates, but it did not give
them the power to enfranchise people.

M. Gueorce: It gave power to dis-
franchise them.

Mr. LEAKE: The by-law did not
give that power.

Me. George: The City Council had
doue it, anyhow. ,

Mz. LEAKE: The hon. member was
quite wrong.

Me. Mograw: Did Mr. Justice Hens.
man's decision hold to this day ?

Me. Hawr: The City Council said it
did not.

Mr. LEAEKE: That decision had not
been questioned by anybody, and the
only tribunal that could question it would
be the Court of Appeal.

Mr. Moran : Then why this little Bill P

Mr. LEAKE: That was what hon.
members wanted to know. There must
be a limit to the time in which a person
might apply to be placed on the roll, and
that limit had been extended to the latest
possible moment by the decision of Mr.
Justice Hensman.

Mr. Hain: On which decision the
City Council did not act.

Me. LEAKE: Why not?

M=. Harrn: That was what everyone
wanted to know.

Mzr. LEAKE: Did the council prefer
to follow the Act rather than the Judge's
decision ¥

Mr. Moraxn: The judicial decision
was the law.

Clause 164 seemed to
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Mr. LEAKE: It was not apparent
how, by passing this clause, the position
of the electors would be bettered. After
80th September the revising committee
would come into force, and the voters'
lists must be closed at a definite time, to
allow such committee to consider objec-
tions. He would not oppose the Bill,
but, in his opinion, it was of no value,
and the statute book should not be
encumbered with unnecessary legislation.

Mg. VOSPER : With the exceptionr of
the member for Tocdyay (Mr. Quinlan),
all apparently were agreed that the Bill
was no good. Let us see wheather it
could be made of some use.

Mr. Moran : Both sides of the House
understood it could not be amended.

Mr. VOSPER: Ne¢ such pledge had
been given by him.

Mzr. Moran: Being in charge of the
Bill, he was, like the federal delegates in
London, unauthorised to agree to the
slightest amendment.

M=r. VOSPER moved that all words
after *“the” in line 1 be struck out, and
the following inserted in lieu: “ Names
of all persons Liable to pay the rates in
any municipality shall be inserted on the
rolls of electors for the council, mayor,
auditers, and other officers of the muniei-
pality, and shall be entitled o vote at all
muntcipal elections whether the rates for
which such persons are liable have been
paid or not.” It might be objected that
the clause was somewhat revolutionary;
but the ostensible object of the Bill was
to get people on the roll, and the Bill
could not. effect that object without his
amendment. Tu Britain there were land
and income taxes ; but persons neglecting
to pay such taxes were not disfranchised
for parliamentary elections; and if there
were direct taxation here, would people
be disfranchised for non-payment? Why
then should this principle be countenanced
in municipal legislation ?

Tae PeEmiEr: Becanse the payment of
rates was the foundation of the franchise.

Mg. VOSPER: Pavment of taxes was
the foundation of all voting. Even the
residental qualification was not given in
recognition of any inherent right in an
individusl to vote, but because everyone
indirectly paid his quota of taxation
through the customs. Municipalities were
mueh in the same position as the State,
and had the additional advantage of great
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penal powers, as they counld distrain on :
ratepayer's goods if he, or any othe
person liable to pay the rate, had neglectec
to pay.

Mgz. Moraw: The latter provision wa
never carried out.

Mz. VOSPER: If a landlord neglectec
to pay the rates, the tenant’s goods coulc
be seized and his name struck off the
roll. That was absolutely unjust; henc
this amendment, which would settle the
diffieulty. Another difficulty had beer
kept in the background. The rate-bool
of the City Council had never beer
signed, and he understood the rates now
struck were illegul, and could not I
enforced ; and several ratepayers intendec
to resist thetr enforcement, if necessary
in the Supreme Court.

Tee Premier: That would be al
right.

Mzr. VOSPER : The amendment would
remedy that pegleet, if neglect there were
If the Bill were seriously intended tc
put people on the roll, let the amendment
be accepted ; but to pass the measure as
it stood would be wasting the time of the
country,

Tee Premier: If the amendmen:
were passed the Bill would be lost.

Me. MORAN (in charge of the Bill)
Apparently the Bill would enunciate ¢
principle never contemplated by it
framer. He moved that the Chairmar
do leave the Chair.

Motion put and passed, and the
Chairmaa left the Chair.

[No progress reported. Bill thu
arrested. |

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL.

ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES, T0 AMENI
ERROR.

Introduced by the Premier, and reac
a first time.

BECOND READING—FPOITPONEMENT.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J
Forrest): 1 beg to move that this Bil
be now read a second time. For the
information of hon. members, I shoulc
like to explain the reasons why it i
introduced. I exceedingly regret having
been compelled to bring down this Bill
seeing that the Constitution Act has jusi
been assented to, and 1t does seem rathe
strange that I should bhave to ask hon
members to consider amendments to that
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Act.
schedule of the last Constitution Act,
which it is absolulely necessary for us to
rectify. It appears that in the Con-
stitution Ac} there is mentioned a district
called the South-West Mining District,
which includes the Collie coalfields, the
Donnybrook goldfield, and the Green-
bushes tinfields. These three places
constitute an electorate under the Act.
The Bill as it left this House had the
bouundaries ¢f the Dennybrook electorate
asgigned, and all the other electorates
adjoining were described in relation to
the Dounybrook electorate, or that par-
tion of the South-West Mining District
which was comprised in the Donnybrook
goldfield ; but when the Bill got to the
Upper House, for some reason or other—
I think by réason of some representations
from those joterested in that part of the
colony—there was an alteration made in
the boundaries of the Donnybrook district
to malke them agree with the boundaries
of the goldfield itself; and that amend-
ment wag made in the Legislative Couneil,
was supported there by the Government,
and came to this House for approval.
It was agreed to by this House, but
by some dversight the consequential
amendments in the boundaries of the
adjoining districts were not made. I
have no hesitation in saying no alteration
is required in the Buubury electorate,
or scarcely any, though in amending
the Act we may just as well make the
boundaries absolutely correct; bub the
Nelson, the Wellington, and the Sussex
electorntes, adjoining the Donnybrook
portion of the South-West Mining Dis-
trict, were not amended. The con-
gequential amendments for these three
districts were not made, which should
have followed on the alteration made in
the Dounybrook pertion of the district.
The result is that a portion of the South-
West Mining District is included, say, in
the Nelson electorate; and in fact, all
these electorntea adjoining are incorrect.
I propose to ask hon. members to agree to
this small Bill putting right this error,
and to provide also that for the future,
after we pasg this Bill—which I feel sure
we will do, Because it is absolutely neces-
sary to make the electorates what we
intended them to be—all copies of the
Constitution Act to be printed by the
Grovernment Printer shall be printed as
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The fact. is, an error crept into the ' amended by this Bill
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In the other
colonies that procedure is not unusual
when an absolute error or omission has to
be rectified in a succeeding session. There
is nothing in this Bill which in any
way alters what we intended to do.
The Bill merely puts right the intention
of Loth Houses of Parliament when they
passed the Constitution Act. I have
looked into the schedules, and hon. mem-
bers will trust me when I say that the
schedules merely carry out what was
intended when we agreed to the amend-
ment of the boundaries of the Donnybreok
goldfield made in the Bill by the Legis-
lative Couneil. The amendwents intended
to be made are consequential. I regretto
have to ask hon. members to pass this
Bill, but there is no help for it. Hon.
members will notice that there iz an
amendment in regard to the Roebourne
district: an error was made there. The
Gascoyne district, which had the same
common boundary, was right, but the
boundary of the Koebourne district was
wrongly described. The Peedamullah
Hill is to be inserted in place of Roe-
bourne Hill. This opportunity has been
taken to put this right.

Mg. IrtinewortH : I suggest to the
hon. member that he had Detter move
that the second reading be taken
to-morrow, as there will not be a
gufficient number of members in the
House to pass the second reading now.

Tue PREMIER: I move that the
second reading be made an Order of the,
Duay for to-morrow.

Motion put and passed, and the order
made accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tae PREMIER moved that the House
do adjourn until to-morrow at 430
o'clock, Would the hour of 430 be soon
enough ?

Mge. Moran : Better make it 11 o’clock;
then the prorogation can take place later
in the day.

Tae PREMIER : We could prorogue
by proclamation.

Mz. Moran: The House bad better
meet at half-past two.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: It would he
best to keep to the regular hour, as
several hon. members have loft the
House, and there must be a statutory
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majority to pass a Constitution Amend-
ment Bill.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at 848 o’clock
until the next day.

Legislative donnsil,
Thursday, 14th June, 1900.

Motion (urgency) : Mauils, a Claim for Carringe; Com
ploint as to Answenng Quesmons—supply B11]
£450,000 ; all stages —Constitution Act Amendment
Bill (e]ecboml boundaries, to vorrect errgr}, first
rending—Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

MOTION (umeercy)—MAILS, A CLAIM
FOR CARRIAGE.

COMFPLAINT A3 TO ANSWERING QUESTIONS,

Hor. R. 8. HAYNES (Central) moved
that the House at its rising do adjourn
till this day week. He said: I desire to
call attention to what I consider was
an invasion of the privileges which every
member of the House enjoys. It is
pretty generally conceded that cue of the
rights which members enjoy is to put
questions relative to the administration
of affairs of the colony, Ehrough the
leader of this House, and to have full and
accurate replies given to those questions,
From time to {ime replies have been given
which are, perhaps, not satisfactory, and
may be termed even evasive. Had I
received nerely an evasive reply, I would
not have thought it my duty to move in
the matter now; but on the 11th instant
I asked the Colonial Secretary :

1, If it was & fact that the hon. the Attorney
General advised Messrs. Smith and Timms in

[COUNCIL.]

as to, Offictal Answers.

a proposed action against the Government on
a claim for carringe of mails, 2, Was such

" action broughton? 3, And if so. with what
result ?

The Attorney General is supposed to
adrise the Government on the adininistra-
tion of affairs, and if he advises against
the Government, that will be open to
very severg censure. The question, how-
ever, is a simple one. As all contracts
for the carriage of mails are made by the
Postmaster General, by or on his behalf,
it will come to the lmowledge of the
person who has to advise on that con-
tract whether the Govermment are a party
to it, and whether it will seriously affect
the Government. The bringing of an
action against the Government would, of
course, affect the Government, and if
it came to the notice of the adviser
on behalf of the colony, it would be
highly improper if he advised aguinst
the Government. The answer given by
the Colonial Secretary to the question
which I put was that it was not a fact
that the Attorney General had advised
Messrs. Smith and Timns in a proposed
action against the Governmenton a claim
for the carriage of mails

The CoLoNiaL SECRETARY:
number is that ?

How, K. 8. HAYNES: Itis on Minute
Paper No. 10. The answer was “ No.”
I regret to say that the answer-—I am
informed by a gentleman whose word
would be accepted, I think, in any part
of the colony, and I accept it—is abso-
lutely untrue. The Attorney General did
advise Megsrs. Smith and Timms, and
the advice was in writing. If it be true,
then I submit a great wrong has been
done to this House in giving wrong in-
formation. Independent of the action
the Government would take, I, as a
member of the House, ¢claim that a great
wrong has been done to me and to the
House by an improper and untrue answer
being given. The next gquestion was
whether such action was brought, and
the answer was:

What

No proposed action in which Messrs. Smith
and Timms were advised by the hon. the
Aftorney General was hrought.

An action was bronght by Messrs. Smith
and Timms in regard to the carriage of
mails, in which a verdict was given
a.ga.inst. the Government for £900, That
is a matter which the Attorney General,



